Step 2: Correlation structure -Pairwise Spearman correlation coefficients were calculated for repeated DAS28 and RAPID3 (0-10) observations over time. Correlation coefficients ranged from 0.4 to 0.8 and 0.7 to 0.9 for DAS28 and RAPID3 respectively.
-The exchangeable working correlation structure (approximately equal correlation over time) was found to best fit the data and was used in all generalised estimating equations (GEE) -models.
Step 3 Step 4: GEE -model using auto-regression -All models were fitted adjusting for the outcome t-1 to disentangle the within-patient from the between-patient effect. 
